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Worksheet 2. Polio Vaccine Studies and the  
Chillicothe Federal Reformatory  

Student Name  _____________________________________________________Date ___________________  
 
Bioethical Question: Was Albert Sabin justified in his use of rewards given to the inmates in return 
for their participation in the polio vaccination study? 
 

Source  What are the important 
facts?  

Who or what will be 
affected by the 
outcome?  

What are the relevant 
ethical considerations?  

“…Human Guinea 
Pigs…” Nashua 
Telegraph article; 
The New York Times 
news service  

   

Chillicothe Federal 
Reformatory Study 
Background  

   

Letter to Dr. Lapp     

Letter to Dr. MacKay     

Letter from inmate     

Letter responding to 
inmate 
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