
Name____________________________ 
Date_____________________________ 
Period____________________________ 
 

Activity 1 - Chapter Title Excerpt Guide 

Directions: After carefully reading this passage from Chapter 8 of Beloved. Keeping in mind the 
following passage and the chapter as a whole, brainstorm titles for this chapter. What important 
themes and events occur throughout the chapter that should be considered for this section.  

Sethe and Amy Denver

 But there on a summer night 
surrounded by bluefern they did something 
together appropriately and well. A pateroller 
passing would have sniggered to see two 
throw-away people, two lawless outlaws—a 
slave and a barefoot whitewoman with 
unpinned hair—wrapping a ten-minute-old 
baby in the rags they wore. But no pateroller 
came and no preacher. The water sucked and 
swallowed itself beneath them. There was 
nothing to disturb them at their work. So 
they did it appropriately and well.  

Twilight came on and Amy said she 
had to go; that she wouldn’t be caught dead 
in dayIight on a busy river with a runaway. 
After rinsing her hands and face in the river, 
she stood and looked down at the baby 
wrapped and tied to Sethe’s chest. 

 “She’s never gonna know who I am. 
You gonna tell her? Who brought her into 
this here world?” She lifted her chin, looked 
off into the place where the sun used to be. 
“You better tell her. You hear? Say Miss 
Amy Denver. Of Boston.”  

Sethe felt herself falling into a sleep 
she knew would be deep. On the lip of it, 
just before going under, she thought, “That’s 
pretty. Denver. Real pretty.” 

Notes and Brainstorming 

PROPOSED CHAPTER TITLE: 

 


