
 

Reconstruction Seminar 

CQ: To what extent did Reconstruction forge a “more perfect union”? 

 
 

 
 
 

"The slave went free; stood a brief moment in the sun;  
then moved back again toward slavery." 

                           --W.E.B. DuBois 
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The surrender by Confederate General Robert E. Lee to Union General Ulysses S. Grant 

on April 9, 1865 at Appomattox marked the end of one 

period of violence and regional difference in the United 

States and the beginning of another. Reconstruction 

(1865-1877) is the period of time following the 

American Civil War (1861-1865) when some politicians 

and citizens sought to reunify the nation, integrate 

freed slaves into society and the economy, establish 

political and economic rights for all African Americans, 

and determine what role the U.S. government would 

play in implementing these policies while preventing 

another civil war from breaking out.  

 

On the contrary, some politicians and citizens resented 

the prospect of there once again being a single nation, 

rejected equal protection under the law and birthright 

citizenship in the United States, no matter a person's 

race, and refused to accept the termination of slavery as an institution and practice. 

Historian and scholar W. E. B. DuBois wrote of this complex time that "The slave went 

free; stood a brief moment in the sun; then moved back again toward slavery." 

 

For this seminar, students will: 

 

● Analyze primary and secondary sources to identify differing perspectives on the 

implementation and outcomes of Reconstruction. 

● Evaluate policies, laws, and proposed solutions to key issues of Reconstruction, 

including labor rights, voting, land ownership, public safety, and political 

representation. 

● Evaluate the extent to which decisions made during Reconstruction continue to 

influence social, political, economic, and cultural practices, institutions, and 

perspectives today.  

● Participate in a seminar to discuss interpretations of the documents and consider 

the perspectives expressed by fellow participants before establishing a position 

on the CQ. 

 

Note: Each document title includes a hyperlink to the original document and/or 

supplemental materials to support further inquiry.  

 

Context: To establish a background for this era in U.S. history, review the timeline 

provided by the 2019 PBS program Reconstruction: America after the Civil War.  

 

https://www.pbs.org/weta/reconstruction/timeline/


https://archive.org/details/harpersweeklyv10bonn/page/18
https://archive.org/details/harpersweeklyv10bonn/page/18
https://archive.org/details/harpersweeklyv10bonn/page/18
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/reconstruction-thomas-nasts-political-cartoons/

