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Why Do We Remember 
Revere’s Ride the Way We Do?
Th e re may not be one simple ex p l a n ation as to why Paul Reve re’s ride has achieved such iconic stat u s.
Th i n king about a number of possible reasons might help you develop a hy po t h e s i s.

Di re ct i o n s : Rank the fo l l owing hy potheses from 1 to 9, with 1 being the most likely reason and 9 being the
least like l y. ( Use each number once. )

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause it was an impo rt a nt eve nt in the Am e ri can Revo l u t i o n .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause the eve nt oc c u rred on the first day of co m b at in the Am e ri can Revo l u t i o n .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause Reve re showed exceptional brave ry and re s o u rce f u l n e s s.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause Lo n gfe l l ow’s poem be came a national sensat i o n .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause people started telling the sto ry aloud to their childre n .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause Reve re was alre a dy such a well kn own pe r s o n a l i ty due to his suppo rt of the pat ri o t
cause as well as his fine silver wo rk .

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause within the eve nt we re many images (for ex a m p l e, the Re d co ats — even if Reve re
n ever actually said,“The Re d co ats are co m i n g” ;“two if by sea”) that have be come 
i m po rt a nt symbols as time has passed.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause in 1861, at the time the poem was published, the nation had a need to hearke n
back to a more unified time.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Be cause in 1861, at the time the poem was published, few we re alive who had first-hand
kn owledge of the eve nt and people we re nostalgic for the “g ood old days.”

Did your top re s ponses tend to be about the eve nt, Reve re, or Lo n gfe l l ow’s poem and its impact? 

Would you add any reasons of your own? If ye s, w h at ?

Name _________________________________________________________  Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _


