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President Jefferson’s Third State of the Union, 1803
The complete text of President Jefferson’s Third State of the Union Address is available online
on the EDSITEment resource American Memory at http://memory.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?ammem/hlaw:@field(DOCID+@lit(sj003392)).
Washington, D.C., October 17, 1803
We have seen with sincere concern the flames of war lighted up again in Europe, and nations,
with which we have the most friendly and useful relations, engaged in mutual destruction. While
we regret the miseries in which we see others involved, let us bow with gratitude to that kind
Providence, which, inspiring with wisdom and moderation our late legislative councils, while
placed under the urgency of the greatest wrongs, guarded us from hastily entering into the
sanguinary contest, and left us only to look on and to pity its ravages. These will be heaviest on
those immediately engaged. Yet the nations pursuing peace will not be exempt from all evil. In
the course of this conflict let it be our endeavor, as it is our interest and desire, to cultivate the
friendship of the belligerent nations by every act of justice, and of innocent kindness; to receive
their armed vessels with hospitality from the distresses of the sea, but to administer the means of
annoyance to none; to establish in our harbors such a police as may maintain law and order; to
restrain our citizens from embarking individually in a war in which their country takes no part; to
punish severely those persons, citizen or alien, who shall usurp the cover of our flag for vessels
not entitled to it, infecting there by with suspicion those of real Americans, and committing us
into controversies for the redress of wrongs not our own; to exact from every nation the
observance, towards our vessels and citizens, of those principles and practices which all civilized
people acknowledge; to merit the character of a just nation, and maintain that of an independent
one, preferring every consequence to insult and habitual wrong. Congress will consider whether
the existing laws enable us efficaciously to maintain this course with our citizens in all places, and
with others while within the limits of our jurisdiction; and will give them the new modifications
necessary for these objects.
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