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A “Fixed Plan” from the Boston Committee of Correspondence

2) A Fixed Plan to Bring the Most Humiliating Bondage, June 8, 1774
(http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/timeline/amrev/rebelln/plan.html) American Memory. The Boston
Committee of Correspondence calls for united action against the Coercive Acts – lest the colonies
become slaves.
…The bill for blocking up the harbour of Boston is replete with injustice and cruelty, thousands
of innocent men, besides women and infants, are by it reduced to indegence and distress; and though we
in this town more immediately feel this distress, yet our brethren in the other towns of this province, and
all the other colonies, must see that we suffer in the common cause, and that they themselves must soon
realize the sufferings under which we now labour, if no means are discovered for our relief….
Surely if we suffer these things we are the most abject slaves….
There is but one way that we can conceive of, to prevent what is to be deprecated by all good
men, and ought by all possible means to be prevented, viz, The horrors that must follow an open rupture
between Great Britain and her colonies; or on our part, a subjection to absolute slavery: And that is by
affecting the trade and interest of Great Britain, so deeply as shall induce her to withdraw her oppressive
hand. There can be no doubt of our succeeding to the utmost of our wishes if we universally come into a
solemn league, not to import goods from Great Britain, and not to buy any goods that shall hereafter be
imported from thence, until our grievances shall be redressed. To these, or even to the least of these
shameful impositions, we trust in God, our countrymen never will submit.
We have received such assurances from our brethren in every part of the province of their
readiness to adopt such measures as may be likely to save our country, that we have not the least doubt
of an almost universal agreement for this purpose; in confidence of this, we have drawn up a form of a
covenant to be subscribed by all adult persons of both sexes;…as we look upon this the last and only
method of preserving our land from slavery without drenching it in blood, may God prosper every
undertaking which tends to the salvation of his people.
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