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E n fo rcement Act of 1870

An Act to enforce the Right of Citizens of the United Sta t es to vote in the several Sta t es of this
Union, and for other Pu r p o s es .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repres e n ta t i v es of the United Sta t es of America in
C o n g r ess assembled, That all citizens of the United Sta t es who are or shall be otherwise qualified
by law to vote at any election by the people in any State, Te r r i t o r y, district, county, city, parish,
township, school district, municipality, or other territorial subdivision, shall be entitled and allowed
to vote at all such elections, without distinction of race, color, or previous condition of servitude;
any constitution, law, custom, usage, or regulation of any State or Te r r i t o r y, or by or under its
a u t h o r i t y, to the contrary not withsta n d i n g .

SEC. 19. And be it further enacted, That if at any election for repres e n tative or delegate in the
C o n g r ess of the United Sta t es any person shall knowingly personate and vote, or attempt to 
vote, in the name of any other person, whether living, dead, or fictitious; or vote more than once 
at the same election for any candidate for the same office; or vote at a place where he may not 
be lawfully entitled to vote; or vote without having a lawful right to vote; or do any unlawful act 
to secure a right or an opportunity to vote for himself or any other person; or by force, threat,
menace, intimidation, bribery, reward, or offer, or promise thereof, or otherwise unlawfully prevent
any qualified voter of any State of the United Sta t es of America, or of any Territory thereof, from
freely exercising the right of suffrage, or by any such means induce any voter to refuse to exercise
such right; or compel or induce by any such means, or otherwise, any officer of an election in any
such State or Territory to receive a vote from a person not legally qualified or entitled to vote; or
i n t e rfere in any manner with any officer of said elections in the discharge of his duties; or by any
of such means, or other unlawful means, induce any officer of an election, or officer whose duty it
is to ascertain, announce, or declare the result of any such election, or give or make any cert i f icate
document, or evidence in relation thereto, to violate or refuse to comply with his duty, or any law
regulating the same; or knowingly and wilfully receive the vote of any person entitled to vote; or
aid, counsel, procure, or advise any such voter, person, or officer to do any act hereby made a
crime, or to omit to do any duty the omission of which is hereby made a crime, or attempt to do
so, every such person shall be deemed guilty of a crime, and shall for such crime be liable to 
prosection in any court of the United Sta t es of competent jurisdiction, and, on conviction thereof,
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding three years, or both, in the discretion of the court, and shall pay the costs of 
p r o s e c u t i o n .
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