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Ch a rt of  
Va rious Plans 

Name _________________________________________________________  Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Federation 
or National # of

Plan Government Branches Judiciary Executive Legislative Other

Virginia National 3 Chosen by Chosen by Lower house chosen National legislature has veto
national national by popular election power over states.

legislature. legislature. “proportioned to
the Quotas of 

contribution, or to
the number of free 
inhabitants.” Upper 

house chosen by
lower house. Also 

proportional.

New Jersey Federation 3 Appointed  Elected by One house with “Executive and a convenient
by executive. acts of equal representation. number of the National Judiciary

Confirmed Congress. “Supreme law ought to compose a Council of
by Senate. of the states.” revision with authority to

examine every act of the
National Legislature before

it shall operate . . . requisitions in 
proportion to the whole number 

of white and other free citizens and 
inhabitants of every age, sex and 
condition, including those bound 

to servitude for a term of years,
and three-fifths of all other 

persons not comprehended in 
the foregoing description, except 

Indians not paying taxes.”

Hamilton National 3 Can serve Can serve Senators can serve
for life. for life. for life.“Assembly”

Chosen by members elected
electors from for three years.

the states. Can pass “all laws
“To have a whatsoever.”

negative on 
all laws about 
to be passed.”

Connecticut/ National 3 Appointed by Single Two houses. Included a national 
Great executive. executive. Representation supremacy clause.

Compromise Confirmed Chosen by in lower house
by Senate. Electoral based on population

College. (3/5 of slaves).
Upper house, two

representatives per 
state.
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Four Fat h e r s’ Qu o te s

Name _________________________________________________________  Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

El l s wo rt h :
The largest St ates are the worst Gove rn e d. Vi rg a . is obliged to ackn owledge her inca p a c i ty to extend her
Gov t . to Kent u c ky. Ma s t s. cannot keep the pe a ce one hundred miles from her ca p i tol and is now fo rming an
a rmy for its suppo rt . How long Pe n a . m ay be free from a like situation cannot be fo re s e e n . If the pri n c i p l e s
and mate rials of our Gov t . a re not adequate to the exte nt of these single St ate s ; h ow can it be imagined that
t h ey can suppo rt a single Gov t . t h roughout the U. St ate s ?

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 5 . ht m

. . . s t ri ke out “to be paid out of the nat i l . Tre a s u ry” and insert “to be paid by their re s pe ct i ve St ate s.” If the
Se n ate was meant to strengthen the Gov t . , it ought to have the co n f i d e n ce of the St ate s. The St ates will have
an inte rest in keeping up a re p re s e nt at i o n , and will make such provision for suppo rting the members as will
e n s u re their at te n d a n ce.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 6 . ht m

The power of self-defe n ce was essential to the small St ate s. Nat u re had given it to the smallest insect of the
c re at i o n . He could never admit that there was no danger of co m b i n ations among the large St ate s. Th ey will
l i ke individuals find out and avail themselves of the adva ntage to be gained by it.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 9 . ht m

. . . re m a rks we re not the result of partial or local views. The St ate he re p re s e nted held a middle ra n k .

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 3 0 . ht m

. . . and that the rule of co nt ribution by dire ct taxation for the suppo rt of the Gove rn m e nt of the U. St ate s
shall be the number of white inhabitant s, and thre e - f i fths of eve ry other description in the seve ral St ate s,
u ntil some other rule that shall more accurately asce rtain the wealth of the seve ral St ates can be dev i s e d
and adopted by the Le g i s l at u re.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 7 1 2 . ht m

Pate r s o n :
. . . t h e re was no more reason that a gre at individual St ate co nt ributing much should have more vo tes than a
small one co nt ributing little than that a rich individual citizen should have more vo tes than an indigent one.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 0 9 . ht m

. . . the Articles of Co n fe d e ration ought to be so rev i s e d, co rre cted and enlarged as to render the fe d e ra l
Constitution adequate to the exigencies of Gove rn m e nt and the pre s e rvation of the Un i o n .

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 1 5 . ht m
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If a pro po rtional re p re s e nt ation be ri g ht, w hy do we not vo te so here ?

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 1 6 . ht m

But pe rhaps the Inequality of the pre s e nt sys tem is not so obvious — the St ates being equal, h ave equal
vo tes — so in the re s pe ct i ve St ate s, individuals have equal vo tes tho’ t h ey possess unequal Pro pe rty.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / co n s t / ki n g. ht m # j u n e 1 8

Men with 4000 pounds and those with 100 pounds have equal vo te s, t h o’ one possesses 40 times the
Pro pe rty of the other.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / co n s t / ki n g. ht m # j u n e 1 8

. . . the small St ates would never be able to defend themselves without an equality of vo tes in the 2d. b ra n c h .
Th e re was no other ground of acco m od at i o n . His resolution was fixt . He would meet the large St ates on that
Ground and no other.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 7 0 7 . ht m

He could re g a rd Ne g roes slaves in no light but as pro pe rty. Th ey are no free agent s, h ave no personal libe rty,
no faculty of acquiring pro pe rty, but on the co nt ra ry are themselves pro pe rty and, l i ke other pro pe rty,
e nt i rely at the will of the Ma s te r. Has a man in Vi rg a . a number of vo tes in pro po rtion to the number of his
s l ave s ?

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 7 0 9 . ht m

He pro posed that the Exe c u t i ve should be appo i nted by El e ctors to be chosen by the St ates in a ratio that
would allow one elector to the smallest and three to the largest St ate s.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 7 1 9 . ht m

Ra n d o l p h :
(I) re g ret that it should fall to (me), rather than those who we re of longer standing in life and po l i t i cal ex pe ri-
e n ce, to open the gre at subject of their mission.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 5 2 9 . ht m

. . . In revising the fe d e ral sys te m , we ought to inquire 1. i nto the pro pe rt i e s, which such a gove rn m e nt ought
to po s s e s s, 2 . the defe cts of the co n fe d e rat i o n , 3 . the danger of our situation and 4. the re m e dy.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 5 2 9 . ht m

. . . the imbe c i l i ty of the existing Co n fe d e ra cy and the danger of delaying a substantial re fo rm .

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 1 6 . ht m

If the St ates we re to pay the members of the Nat l . Le g i s l at u re, a depe n d e n ce would be cre ated that wo u l d
v i t i ate the whole Sys te m . The whole nation has an inte rest in the at te n d a n ce and serv i ces of the membe r s.
The Nat i o n l . Tre a s u ry, t h e re fo re, is the pro per fund for suppo rting them.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 2 . ht m



. . . s t renuous agst. m a king the National Council depe n d e nt on the Le g i s l at i ve re wa rds of the St ate s. Th o s e
who pay are the masters of those who are paid. Pay m e nt by the St ates would be unequal as the distant
St ates would have to pay for the same te rm of at te n d a n ce and more days in travelling to and from the seat
of the Gov t .

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 2 . ht m

He urged strenuously that ex p ress securi ty ought to be provided for including slaves in the ratio of
Re p re s e nt at i o n . He lamented that such a species of pro pe rty ex i s te d. But as it did ex i s t, the holders of it
would re q u i re this securi ty. It was pe rce i ved that the design was ente rtained by some of excluding slave s
a l tog e t h e r; the Le g i s l at u re there fo re ought not to be left at libe rty.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 7 1 2 . ht m

. . . u rged the motion of Mr. L . Ma rtin for re s to ring the wo rds making the Exe c u t i ve ineligible a 2d. t i m e. If he
o u g ht to be indepe n d e nt, he should not be left under a te m p t ation to co u rt a re - a p po i nt m e nt .

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 7 1 9 . ht m

. . . the general object was to provide a cure for the evils under which the Un i ted St ates labo re d ; t h at, in tra c-
ing these evils to their ori g i n , eve ry man had found it in the turbulence and follies of democ ra cy; t h at some
check there fo re was to be sought for against this te n d e n cy of our gove rn m e nt s ; and that a good Se n ate
seemed most likely to answer the purpo s e.

So u rce : ht t p : / / m e m o ry. l oc. g ov, s e a rching on “The De b ates in the Seve ral St ate Co nve ntions on the Ad o p t i o n
of the Fe d e ral Constitution (El l i o t’s De b ate s ) , Th u r s d ay, May 31. Page 138”

Ha m i l to n :
Two Sove re i g nties cannot co - exist within the same limits. Giving powers to Co n g ress must eve nt u ate in a
bad Gov t . or in no Gov t .

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 1 8 . ht m

The St ates have co n s t a ntly shown a disposition rather to regain the powers delegated by them than to part
with more, or to give effe ct to what they had parted with.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 1 8 . ht m

If St ates are to delibe rate on the mod e, t h ey will also delibe rate on the object of the supplies, and will gra nt
or not gra nt as they approve.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 1 8 . ht m

The more close the Union of the St ate s, and the more co m p l e at the authori ty of the whole: the less oppo rt u-
n i ty will be allowed the stronger St ates to injure the we a ke r.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 1 9 . ht m

. . . a l ter it so as to run “t h at the Gove rn m e nt of the Un i ted St ates ought to consist of a supreme legislat i ve,
E xe c u t i ve and Ju d i c i a ry.” This alte ration he said would drop the wo rd nat i o n a l , and retain the pro per title
“the Un i ted St ate s.”

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 0 . ht m
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No Gove rn m e nt could give us tra n q u i l i ty and happiness at home, which did not possess sufficient stability
and strength to make us re s pe ctable abro a d.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 9 . ht m

. . . u rged the nece s s i ty of 3 ye a r s. Th e re ought to be neither too much nor too little depe n d e n ce, on the po p-
ular sent i m e nt s. The checks in the other branches of Gove rnt . would be but fe e b l e, and would need eve ry
a u x i l i a ry principle that could be inte rwove n . The British House of Commons we re elected septe n n i a l l y, ye t
the democ ratic spirit of ye. Constitution had not ce a s e d.

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 1 . ht m

Of late the Gove rmt . had ent i rely given way to the pe o p l e, and had in fact suspended many of its ord i n a ry
f u n ctions in order to preve nt those turbulent scenes which had appe a red elsewhere. He asks Mr. S .w h e t h e r
the St ate at this time, d a re impose and co l l e ct a tax on ye. pe o p l e ?

So u rce : ht t p : / / w w w. ya l e. e d u / l aw we b / ava l o n / d e b ate s / 6 2 6 . ht m
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